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nabe and Wy Con- 
th Clergy, wvhich cannot 
1 fall under every Man's Ol. 
Proation, which is founded in great 
partly bu = Meanneſi of the with 
renmftances of 


4 great many of them, and 
partly on the FAR, State of whers, on ſlieb 
who % it as a Methad of making themſelves 

look greater, to make their Chaplains litth ; is 
it , alone an ocular and auricular Refutation 
of this Examiner Treatiſe, as to its main 
| Drift and Defign, and a Convittion of its 
Vanity. But there is a Set of Men, whoſe Im- 
placa ility a ainſi them, Contempt alone does 
not ai; bat, they have wrought up to its 
juſt Height already, but Contempt alone will 
not do to anfiver their Scbeme; they muſt be 
hated too, as well as contemned; And if any 
Man can fee any other end, than bringing this 
about in this Examination, be muſt have better 
Eyes than I have; than to raiſe, I mean, a 
Spirit of popular Odium as well againft the 
Perf as Order itfe 25 the Cher 5% 0, repre- 
Jenting them as an infudiouſly pom. an d graſp- 
ing Power ; a fo formidable Body, that are Ene- 
mies to their Country, begaben Schemes to ty- 
tannize over it; and attually carrying on at 

A2 Pre- 
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preſent dee Deſigns againſt the Suprem ft 


their King, that they have all once, moſt of them 
ſeveral times ſwore to; and impugning of which 
by their own Canons is Excommunication; againſt 
the Rights and Privileges of the —4 and 
Commmons in Parlianient; as ſlily wreſting the 
Interpretation of the Law out of the Judges 
Hands; to lord it over the Gentry; and reduce 
the common Body of their Flocks to the moſt 
wretched State of Slavery. All this, our pene- 
trating Examiner pretends to have found Proof, 
that the Clergy are not only aiming at, but a 
doing actually, by Inſtances ens oe from 
what I never ſaw, nor probably may ſee, the 
Biſhop of London's Codex called. To inflame 
the Paſſions and heighten the Prejudices of 
the Di/affefted (that are mad e without 
his Inſtigation and to propagate a national 
Male volence to them, he treats as of high and 
dangerous Importance, Matters little moment, 
end raifes a petty Triumph to himſelf over the 
Clergy, upon each little invidious Subject. 
But on which fide the Plot hes, every unpre- 
judiced Man muſt eafily ſee, that it is _— who 
are committing it, that are crying Murder : 
That it is not a Plot of the Clergy againſt the 
Laity, but a Plot of a wild and furions Gang 
of Infidels _ the Chriſtian Miniſtry ; as 
they are the Chriſtian Miniſtry ; either of which 
Cbaracter. r enough to expoſe Men to their 
ill Offices. As Chriſtians they contemn them, on 
which account each Layman whom they ſuſpeH? 
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FEY 
of ſincerely believing his Creed and the Goſpel, 
1s ſubjeft to the Laſh of their Ridicule, and 
ſhares with the Clergy in being deſpiſed ; but 
thoſe in whom both theſe Churacters meet, are 
_ the landing Subjects of their Avuerſion, as well 

as Contempt; tho' they muſt know that the Head 
bears its part in whatever Ill affefts the Mem- 
bers below ; and that he that deſpiſes you, dea 
ſpiſes me, Holds good no leſs with regard to the 
Head in Heaven, who has his direct and im- 
mediate Share alſo in their Contempt, and as to 
whoſe Kingdom, ſo far as it is either of this 
World or fother, he has exceeding bad Subjects 
in them; than with regard to the Head below, 
 ohom, he that hates, and ill treats his eccleſi- 
aſtical Members, does not ſhow either much 
Love or Reſpect to, and whoſe Kingdom would 
not be much longer of this World with them, tban 
his, whoſe Vicegerent he is in the Church; and 
the reſt of his civil royal Character would ſoon 
follow the Fate ꝙ his Prerogative, if the Craftſ- 
men who are puſhing at the Deſtruction of his 
ecclefiaſtical Province with its Miniſtry, equally 
with that of his civil, ſhould gain their ends. Un- 
ſhackled from Monarchy then, as well as Epiſ- 
copacy and all Religion, the glorious Cauſe 
of Liberty would flouriſh in Perfection, in 
the Nation; happy without Kings, and virtu- 
ous without Religion or Pricf z whom this 
| Champion, concealing his Name, as with Crape 
pulled over his Face, attacks a- la- mode de Mac- 
tay, as he did Dr. Lancaſter, with "— 
5 an 
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and ruffian Names, in expreſs Letter or Import; 

as bad as calling them downright Dogs, Villains, 
FTraytors, falſe to God and Man, and equally 

hated by both. And lite another fort of Don E 

Quixot, (whoſe romantiok Pranks have diverted 
me when young,) who. fell upon a Flock of Sheep 
and fancied them to be Giants and Monſters 5 
ſo our Champion e tranſported with 
viſionary Rage, falls foul upon the armleſs Tribe; 
fees them in all monſtrous Forms; Popes with. 
triple Crowns, trampling on the Necks of 
Kings, and Emperors holding their Stirrups; 
Cardinals with Hats and Gowns dyed in Blau; 
 Hildebrands with flaming Eyes and breathing 
Sulphur ; Inquiſitors in Proceſſion, dragging = 
Innocents to the Flames; Ravilliacs and Cle- 
ments with butcherly Knives;or burning Hus's, 
Jeroms, Wickliffites and Lollards; Bonners 
and Gardiners, all armed with black Bills or 
Proteſtant Bridles, and Inſtruments of Torture; 
Cat-of-nine-tail Diſciplines rung with knotted 
Wire; he hears the Pope's Bulls bellowing al- 
ready z a prodigions Train of Engliſh Canons 
(dreadful Artillery) roaring from the Codex, 
battering St, James's aud Weſtminſter-Hall; 
and what is the ſaddeſt SpebHacle of all, enough 
to dran Tears from all infidel Eyes, and make 
wunbelieving Hearts ade] fie FH. I and C ins, 
Ch b and Gn, and many a brave mo- 
ral and immoral infidel Hero more, in danger 
being trodden under foot b 475 deſpiſed, yet 
#,firong and formidable black Knights of —— 
5 thread. 


C3 - 
thread-bave Cafſeck. And however vain and ri- 
diculoug his pretended — and Apprehenfions 
of Dangers to the Nation from the too great 
Power of the Clergy,are as to an — Members 
of it ; yet I hope they are, and wiſh they were, 
not 1. real, but greater — he repreſents 
them, to theſe, and fuch kind of Laity as laſt 
pointed to; to wit, that the Body of the — 
of England with a King George next u 
_ at their Head, the Faith's and their De- 
fender, true to the Intereſts of bis Kingdom,and to 
thoſe of ſo much of Chriſt's Kingdom in this World 
as fubjett to him, is included in bis, are and 
will be formidable to Infidels and Republicans. 
As the Examiner ſhows it fe 1 fo 
bear teſtimony again} Principles making 
their appearance ” the Wor la, that ad- 
| mitted, will eſtabliſh a Monſter in Govern- 
ment that _ did - = exiſt ; a mon- 
rous Eftabhiſhment of a moſs monfirous Mon- 
2 ade — never did or — it 
may not unbecome an oll Parſon, as true 


| fo every Tiere of his Country, to bis 1 7 
| 6 


and his Adminiſtration, as he can pretend to 
for his Life, wiſhing as nvell to all the juſt 
Rights 4 195 Gentlemen of England as to the 
of the d ergy to bear his % e! againſt this 
A and his too ma nf ly appearing Prin- 
ciples ; which will not inaced eſtabliſh any thing 
but Var if that can be ſaid to be e ths 
* was eri) but will ſubvert an 


= ca" 
liſn hong eflabiſÞ'd Monarchy and Conſtitu- 
tion, both Civil and Religious. | 8 


But prepare, and tremble, all you true Eng- 


liſh Hearts who loue your King and your Coun- 
try, your Laws and Liberties, and the chri- 
fttan Eſtabliſhment of your Religion, to hear the 
fearful Story of your Parſon's Plot againſt all 
theſe, found out in the Scheme of Church- Power, 
publickly hid in the Biſhop of London's Codex, 


Only that the Reader may not ſet out without 
due Notice, what manner of Spirit the Exa- 
miner ts of, let me preſent him firſt with a tafte 


/ theſe Flowers of Candour, and Overflowings 
of bis good Will to the Biſhop and Clergy, that 
embelliſh bis Treatiſe, which let _ 
whether fuel eontumelions Enprefions and Inf 
uuatious 22 not ſomething proper ſe. heyond 
bare Prejudice, and what good End they are 
Ro 4 ſerve 3 ſuch as (take them as they 
OMe) hefe! | | 
P. 44. His crowing to himſelf and inſult- 

ing them as a Prophet, that the high Dignity 
of Lord Chancellor they muſt never more 
hope to ſee fall to the — of any Eocleſi- 
aſtick again. :P 

P. 62. Wittily flouting them, that their. 
Attendance in Convocation has been fo hap- 
pily diſpenſed with -by his Majeſty's Indul- 
gence to them in this reſpec. . 
P. 84. The Enlargement of Church-Power 

with a rigorous Exerciſe of eccleſiaſtical Diſ—- 
cipline, 
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; ( ix ) 


| cipline, ſeem'to be the principal Ingredients, 


. hisLord 
1 ing the Gentlemen of England by virtue of 


elty of the Popiſh Clergy. wp 


and leading Views of his Codex. 


P. 77 is repreſenting his Lordſhip's Zeal 
as making the reverend Judges no better than 


the Church's Hangmen, and mere Execution- 


ers, 
P. 86. The Biſhop betrays a thorough Im- 
patience rankling at his Heart. "IS 

P. 88. He ſuppoſes the Biſhop wiſhes to 
ſee the Church intitled to the Cognizance of 
the Crimes the Law has made Capital, from 
"oy HN. to High Treaſon. 
FB. 118, The Judgments of inte. 


Hail frequently arralgn'd, and even the Witk 
dem and Preprlety of parllamentary Provl- 


ſlons In eccleſiaſtical Affalrs are ſometimes eal- 
led in queſtion, by the general Turn of the 


Codex. 


A bw Nat the only Inſtance in which 
ip diſcoversan Inclination to be tax- 


the eccleſiaſtical Authority, 
The words Religion and the Church made 


uſe of (vis, by Principles and Claims now 
making their appearance) to eſtabliſh a Mo- 


nopoly of Power in the Clergy, and the A- 
buſe of them the ſame in kind, tho' not in 
degree — as in the enumerated Inſtances of 


the Ambition, Avarice, and unrelenting Cru- 


P. 120, I do not ſee that ſpiritual Legiſla- 


ture in contradiſtinction to the temporal—can 


"Mx | baoaſt 


boaſt of any Tr Ong 


patlons of the & a che th amy in Me very 
corrupt ir ej 0 leg ue 19 
Tis Hip- no Regard for Lawyers, 


Weſtminſter, 


Corrupt and ambitions Clergy, \, 


w——His N ſpiritual Vicegerenc Dent 
Gentlemen af ſynagigal el ch dan-4 
ve * — Peqagtick Chyroh-Diſcin 
pline.——Parſons goin (mack | in the Wgaes 


of Proſtitutes. Ns 70 tual 1 0 


P. LO. = Synodical By-Laws, p. 1 
Beſides * Load that he indire ettly tranſ- 


"ey Fe the Cle d Stories raked 1898 
her o 


ported by Blood, Rapine, Breach of Fait 
and eyery, other Engine of Fraud = Oppreſ. 


fion, -— Sacerdotal Bond Nag long and | 


bloody Bills, —butcherly Knives of impeach- 


ing Prelates, — raging and roaring again | 


Chriſtian Blood, 7angugm leones rugientes, &c. 
Mich are all brought out ta be thrown upon 
te Backs Yd the pkg Clergy, who, mutata 
nomine, changing buy the Names and Per ſons, 
are fainted t——with-:that's the ver T7 Order 
and cd as thoſe the very Men that I 

Jared cut, ko, be at ark 7 aci theſe bellſþTra- 
gedies over again among ot | 


IIS | 
P. ry. J. 18. p. 13 14. J. 3. add in the Myr Rin 


| a6. irn l. Rd, I. F. r. lem. he. 


. ig add, vis, |. 25. r. but ia now. P. 39-1. 26.7. exc 
ively, | 


mo hu Sword drawn againſt the Courts of 


the Pope and his Clergy hol fo 
| _ ous Tyranny founded in Craft and & 


| tha *. Vahr, 


Ve. NOW = | 
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The EXAMINATION of the Sennus of 
Church-Power, laid down in the 
Codex Juris Eceleſiaſtici, &c. et 
in its proper Light. 


HE Author of the Examination of 
me rhe Scheme of Church-Power, o- 
BL pens his Scene as a Divine, with the 


mon upon : His ſhewing himſelf the Diſciple 
of ſuch a Teacher, muſt recommend him, he 
knew,to the favourable opinion of a great ma- 
ny worthy Perſons ; and diſpoſe them to look 
upon him as ſome ſort of Churchman, or 
Chriſtian at leaſt ; and it is poſſible he may be 
one or t'other. But it was proper for him, to 
prevent ſuſpicions, to give us notice of it at 


his firſt ſetting our, becaufe his whole Deſign 


ſpeaks him not to be the one, and ſeveral 


Expreſſions which he lets fly, not too much 
of the other, Our Incog. having thrown out 
. 3 


this 


4 


this hint of what he would have us take him 


5 to be; 


lis firſt ſtep from hence, is to fall foul upon 
the Popiſh Clergy, not for teaching or prac- 


tiſing Idolatries, Superſtitions, Immoralities, 


c. but for impudently aſſuming to themſelves 
the ſole Interpretation of the Laus of Chriſt ; 
fixing his whole charge upon their Claim and 
Exerciſe of Church- Power, not the Abuſe of 
it. They did ſot 72 ſays he, and for many ages 
maintain over the greateſt yu of the Chri- 
ſtian World,a Kingdom of their own, the moſt 
impious and 3 that ever exer- 
ciſed the patience of God and Man; an Em- 
pire founded in Craft, and ſupported by Blood, 
Rapine, Breach of Faith, and every other 
of Eigene of brand, (p. 2.) iin did ſet up, and 
er many ages maintain? Do they not do it 
ſtill} Do not all Popiſh Kingdoms not only 
acquieſce, but glory in this impious and op- 
preſſive Tyranny, and fight for it? nay, do 
not all the Proteſtant World live under this 
ſo impious and oppreſſive Tyranny of the 
Clergy's interpreting Scripture, and having 
and exerciſing diſtin Powers and Offices, ad- 
mitted, acknowledged, and eſtabliſhed by the 
civil Legiſlatures, without being thought im- 
| Pudent or aſſuming; and is not the Author 
himlelf hard (ſtruggling, to (ee if he can make 
the Engliſh Clergy an exception to the reſt of 
the Chriſtian World, In contradition to the 
eſtabliſhed Senſe of /the Nation and its Laws 


p 


( 3)! 
He next mentionsthe Principles and Claims 
on which the Roman Hierarchy was built, 
(p. 3.) which he writes this Book 70 bear his 
teſtimony againſt, as making their appearance 
in the Codex, and to examine ſome /eading 
Principles of the Biſhop of London's Codex, 
Kc. and takes it much amiſs that the Biſhop 
 ofpLichfield and Coventry recommended it 
to his Clergy. (p.4.) 
By his talking of Popiſh Claims of Church- 
Power, he would put us in hope, that he had 
þ a reſerve of ſome other Proteſtant Claims of 
k Power in ſtore for the Clergy of the Church 
FF of England, and thoſe of other Proteſtant 
$ Churches; but by Popiſh Power we ſhall find, 
* he means all Church- Power whatever, abſo- 
= lutely, as being Popiſh : And c'crhe well ſets 
out, he deſtroys the very Subject he writes 
upon and inſtead of examining a Scheme 
of Church-Power, and cccleſiaſtical Laws; 
proves that there really are none, nor ought 
to be any ſuch Power or Laws. Y 
i hen the Clergy found themſelves in cir- gg, p. x. 
cumſtances to ſet up for an 8 on 
the State, they coined a Diſtine tion un- 
heard of, between the ſpiritual and tempo- 
ral Juriſdietiont, as exerciſed by —_— 
Perſons, and flowing from different Prinete 
ples one exerciſed by the Clergy alone, by 
virtue of the divine, the other by the Laity, 
by virtue of human Laws, 1 
e That 


(FF © 
That ſpiritual and temporal Juriſdictions 
are modern Terms, unheard of in the earlieſt 
Ages of the Church; that they were firſt 
coin'd by the Clergy, and by the Clergy ſet- 
ting up for Independency,ought to be proved, 
and not only ſaid, On what Right did the 
Church's Authority depend, in the Apoſtolick, 
and Afﬀter-agecs, till it was incorporated, an- 
took into the State?! when all civil States, in- 
ſtead of ſupplying it with Powers and Juriſ- 
diction to ſupport it ſelf, employed all their 
Powers and Juriſdictions to ſuppreſs it: nor 
can it be ſuppoſed to be took into the State by 
Princes now become Chriſtian, upon thoſe 
_ diſadvantageous terms, that it was to ou 
and loſe all thoſe Rights and Powers by Which 
it before had ſubſiſted A on the 
State; but to ſecure and make more effeftual 
the exereiſe of them under the Wing and Pas 
tronage of the elvil Gevernour, that, by erigl= 
nal Grant befere, Was the regular Guardian 
and Patron of Religion frem Gad the Creator, 
and naw became the ſupreme Head and Gor 
verneur of that of God the Redeemer in par- 
ticular ; not by new and reconſtitution, which 
was necdlels, but by continuation, and as it 
fell to him of courſe: For as our Saviour 
came not into the World to alter or new» 
model civil Conſtitutions, or to deprive Kings 
his Mieegerents, of any of the Rights or Pre- 
rogatives that he had before veſted them with- 
al, of which, both he and his Apoſtles were + 


Ca] - 

remarkably tender, and eminent Patterns of 
Subjection to the civil Supremacy, tho' di- 
vinely commiſſion'd at the ſame time, and 
having Powers not only independent on it, 


and of different Original, but of Virtue more 


excellent, and ſuperior to it. So by making 
no new Conſtitution, he thereby left his 
Church and Religion in the ſame ſtate of Sub- 
ordination to their reſpective Kings and Civil 
Supremes under him, that Religion in general 
had always been; that hey preſiding over it, 
ſhould conduct its Motions and Offices accor- 
ding to the Apoſtolick Platforms given, by Off. 


cers commiſlion'd from him in their ſeveral 
| Stations, as he, or his Apoſtles had appointed; 


making proviſion for them ſititable to the 
Quality of thoſe Characters he had Impreſb'd 
upon them, ſtrengthning and giving effeck to 


the Execution of cheſe Powers, by which he 


had diftinguifſhed them from ether Members 


_ of his Church, te make them attain thoſe. 


eat Ends he appointed them for and thro! 


them to work the Reformation and Ediflea- 


tion of thoſe particular Branches of his Ca- 
tholick Body, as fell to their lots to be Su- 
premes over, — 
If the Powers and Rights of Juriſdickion 
in the Church, came not from civil Goycr= 
nours, I cannot ſee how we can rcalonably 


_ conceive them to be alicnated from their 


Proprietors, or conveyed from them to the 
Civil Supreme, unleſs thoſe who had the 
DN OG Kight 


Ib. p. 5. 
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Right of Conveyance and Derivation of them, 
made the chief Magiſtrate a Biſhop z other- 
wiſe I do not ſce how any change of Prin- 
ciple or Profeſſion in himſelf, ſhould make 
him maſter of a Power and Right lodged in 


others, Which aroſe not from himielf: if 
there Was ſueh Power and Right of Jurifdies 


tlen, When it Was exerciled in his Commun= 
nity, Without and agalnſt his conſent, Will 
it alter the Cafe if we ſuppeſe him te change. 
his mind, and let that Power and Jurifdition 


be exerciſed by his permiſſion} Or ſuppoſe 


onee again, that from permitting it he comes 


to approve and acknowledge it, profeſſes and 


makes himſelf a Member of the Body it is 
exerciſed in, and upon; or, in other words, 
turns Chriſtian, declares himſelf its Patron 
and Protector, muſt his Acknowledgment of 
it, and Protection, deſtroy it? Muſt it be 
drown'd and abſorpt in his Civil Authoriy, 
becaule retaining that, and veſted with it, he 
becomes a Chriſtian? This is a ſtrange Con- 
ſequence of Kings turning Chriſtians, were 


it juſt that their Converſions ſhould be a Sub- 


verſion of Powers the Church before had, 
1f---the Clergy have a divine Right to any 
Furiſaiftion at all, while they keep within 


the compaſs of their divine Commiſſion, they 


muſt be independent of all human Authority; 


this I thank is ſelf-evident : on which account, 
TJ find it extremely difficult to reconcile the 


Powers his Lordſhip aſiribes to the Biſhops of 
5 our 


; THEE 
bur Church as grounded on the Mord of God, 
with the regalyupremacy, If they had indepen» 
dent Powers, before wry ay into the State, 
that were not derived from the Civil Power, 
they have them (till, unleſs the State has took 
them away, and glven them a new Set de- 
| klved from itfelf, of the fame Names; and 
' within the compaſi of their divine Commiſ= 
fon, therefore they are independent on the 
State, as te the Being of the Pewers them= 
ſelves, but not as to the local Exereiſe of 
them for in this caſe, as in a great many 
others, Powers independent on the ſupreme 
Magiſtrate, and of Origin different, yet have 
their Right of Exerciſe derived from him, 
and arc ſubject, as to that, to his Juriſdiction. 
Thus Gifts of God or Nature, all liberal Arts 
and Knowledge, are Powers flowing from 
different Principles, and independent on the 
civil Supreme, yet have their Right of Ex- 
erciſe derived from him; and the civil Ma- 
giſtrate himſelf in ſeveral Inſtances, as well 
as in Religion, is ſubject to thoſe very Powers, 
which he preſides over, and which act under 
him. Thus the King is ſubject to Phyſicians, 
Lawyers, ec. nay to thoſe very Powers that 
are derived from himſelf, and Perſons whoſe 
very Right of acting is from him. Civil Go- 
vernours being Chriſtian, and incorporating, 
and taking in the Chriſtian Syſtem and Reli- 
gion into their Conſtitution, and eſtabliſhing it 
by their Laws, become thereby ſubject to the 
3 N | Chriſtian | 


— —— 
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Chriſtian Laws, Rites, Ordinances, and its 
proper Miniſtry by Chriſt's Appointment, of- 
bclating and veſted with Powers independent 
on them, and not derived from them z but 
yet they loſe hereby no Right of Supremacy | 
by all this Subjection, over which they are ſtill 
with regard to its Excrciſe Heads; whilſt 
they are Members, and whilſt Subjects, So- 
vereigns; inſtead of leſſening their Suprema- 


cy, they increaſe it, by the Acceſſion of new 


Matter to exerciſe it upon, So that whereas 
it was before ſingle only, and run all, as in 
one Channel, and was exerciſed only over 
Powers of natural Original, or that were 
derived. from itſelf, it now deſcends from 
itſelf, diſtinguiſh'd into two Branches or 
Streams; and jnſtead of one, becomes two 
Supremacics; an old one, no way dimi- 
niſhed, and a new one, more conſiderable 
and important added. And whereas before, 
he preſided only over his own Officers, 
acting by Powers ariſing from. himfelf, he 
now preſides over the Exerciſe of divine 
Powers, and Perſons commiſlion'd by Chriſt 
himſelf : the divine Rights of the Clergy 
make the King's Supremacy not only more 
glorious and illuſtrious, but are the very 
Life and Spring of Aſlurance to the Body of 
_ Chriſtians, of the Sacraments, and whatever 
is officiated by them, being ſpirited with 
Powers and Virtues that make them effica- 
cious to Salvation, and Means of divine 

: Bleſlings. 
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Bleſſings. And thoſe who would derive the 


minitterial Powers from civil Appointment, 
cut the very Sinews of rhe Chriltian Ordi= 


nances, deaden the whole Chriſtian Worſhip, 
and may as well make the whole Chriſſian 
Inſtitution a Creature of State, as its Olfi— 


cers and their Adminiſtrators ſo. 
The Biſhop ſays, it ſeems, that the Office of Be. p.. 
 Conſecration warrants every Biſhop to claim % Ge. 

by the Word of God, Authority for the due 
Adminiſtration of Government and Diſei- 
pline in the Church of England-— and the 


Exerciſe of ſpiritual Diſcipline in his Dio- 
ceſe, | 
In the Office of Conſccration arc theſe Ex- 


preflions; a Prayer that B:ſhops may duly ads 


miniſter the godly Diſcipline of the Church, 


and is quoted, 1 Tim. iii, that a Biſhop muſt 


he onethat rules well his off Houſe,( for if a 
man knows not how to rule his own houſe, 


how ſhall he take care of the Churchof God?) 


which taking care, ' anſwers to ruling his 
own Houſe, to mult mean ruling alto in the 


Church. In another Prayer, that the Biſhop 


may ſerve thee (Cod) in his Office, by---29- 
verning of thy Church: The holy Scripture 
and ancient Canons command, that we ſhould 
not be haſty in laying on hands,and admitting 
any Perſon to Government in the Church 
of Chriſt. Are you ready with all faithful 
Diligence to baniſh and drive away all erro- 
neous and ſtrange Doctrine? Such as be un- 

C0 — 


not to Deſtruction, but Salvation. | 
miniſter Diſcipline, that you forget not 


8 


(10) 


quict, diſobedient and criminous within your 
Diecceſe, correct and puniſh according to ſuch 


Authority as you have by God's Word. — 
That he may uſe the Authority given * 
0 


Mercy. 


In the Preface to the 8 of Ordination, 


tis ſaid, Zis evident to all men reading dili- 
gently the holy Scripture and ancient Au- 


:  thors, that from the Apoſtles time there 
h . theſe Orders of Miniſters in Chriſt's 


Church ; Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons. 
To which we might add, the Clauſe in the 
AQs of Uniformity, full to the ſame purpoſe. 
Queen Eligabeth's Declaration, whereby ſhe 
formally diſclaimsthe Right of Exerciſe of any 
tacerdotal Powers included in her Supremacy, 
and much morethe derivation of thole Powers 


irom it; which Papiſts, &c. charged upon it. 


The Acknowledgment of epiſcopal and 


ſacerdotal Authority by all our Kings, the 
Claim of the derivation of it from themlelves, 


as its Original, made by none of them z tho 


the Author, l believe, is of the number of 
thele who think moſt of them graſping enough 


at Power, and tee fond of Increate of Prera= 
pative, to have dropt ſo valuable a Night, had 
there been any prerence for it, And tis flrange 
to conſider, that thole Men that are now for 


beating down all Prerogative, and Rights of 
regal Supremacy; are pet for {forcing this 


upon 
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upon the Crown, that it has always diſow.1'd, 
and never pretended to. The conſtant and 
uniform Opinion of all our cminent Clergy, 
and I may adq Laity too; not only thoſe of 
the eſtabliſhed Church, but of all the Bodies 
of Diſſenters, who, tho' not Epiſcopal, ac- 
knowledge Powers in their Miniſters N 
higher degree than thoſe claimed by our Bi- 
ſhops, who are all in the Plot againſt their 
_ own Rights and Liberties, if the Chriſtian 
Miniſtry's having Powers independent, as to 
Original, on the State, is fo. But as the caſe 
Nands, I think there is no farther occaſion to 
multiply Authorities to prove the Kingdom's | 
Senſe of Biſhops having Powers and Rights 
independent on the State (which is ſupera- 
bundantly done already by a learned Hand) 
and to prove their Senſe of its being grounded 
on the Word of God ; than to leave the iſſue 
upon the foot the Examiner himſelf has put 
it, vs. the Form of Confecration in the 
fore cited Paſſages, For after theſe ſo full De- 
clarations by the publick' Voice of the Com- 
munity, eflabliſhed by the Legillature, ſome 
of them ſolemnly addreſt to God in Prayer, 
That Biſbops have an Authority by the Word 
% God, and that their baving fo is evident 
to all men, reading mm ene e holy Serip- 
tures and ancient Aut 
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ors ; Our Examiner, 
that by his meddling with the Rights of the 
Clergy, ought at leaſt to bea regular Member 
of the eſtabliſhed Church, ( otherwiſe "is 
IS» highly 


\ 
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highly impertinent in him to concern himſelf 


in adjuſting the Rights of the Members of a 


foreign Socicty, as a Stickler any way) our 
Examiner, I ſay, thinks it enough to put this 


put the flat lye upon the Legiſlature, 


God, independent on the State, ſays the 


Law: They have not, ſays our Examiner. 


[t is evident to all nen reading diligently 
the huly Seripture, aud ancient Authors, 
that there have been from the Apoſiles time 
Hiſhaps, velled with tuck Powers as in the 
Form of Conlecration are alcribed to them ! 
It is fafſe, lays our Examiner for I my (elf 
(whatever you may think, and will hardly be- 


dv not find any of the Powers his Lordſhip 
ſpeaks of, veſted in the epiſtopal Order, ca- 


or any but ſuch epiſcopal Power, that is not 
epilcopal. And I hope the Examiner thinks, 
that both the Biſhops and the Eſtabliſhers of 
the Forms of Ordination, are not behind— 
hand with him there, but have looked over 


their Bibles too as well as he, and with as 


much attention. 


It is alſo evident, ſays the Law, to all Men 


reading ancient Authors, that Biſhops have 
ſuch Power: Falſeagain, ſays our Examiner; 


= 


Article vpon the Strength of his own Nay, 
being as good as the Kingdom's Tes; and to 


Biſhops have a Power by the Mord of 


lieve it) have looked aver my Bible with 
ſore (tho' I fear very little) Attention, and 


cluſi ve of the Church,or Body of Believers ; 


* 


nn 
for tho' I cannot ſay, indeed, that I have 
read thoſe ancient Authors, yet I have con- 
ſulted likewiſe ſome learned men, who have 
made theſe matters their ſtudy. ( Father 
Panl's Treatiſe of Beneficiary Matters, folio 
Edition. Doctrine, &. of the Primitive 
Church.) And they tell me, that none of the 
2 ops of the three firſt Centuries after 
riſt, claimed any ſeparate excluſive Po- 
2 for the exerciſe of Church. Diſcipline, 
but left theſe matters to the Provincial and 
2 Conſiſtories, which in the purer 
4 of the — compoſed of Biſhops, 
Clergy, and Laity, 

But why will = he believe, if not the | 
Biſhop of London, yet ſome other, or all 
the Biſhops, and the Parliament of England 
as well as this Father Paul, or the Folie 2 
_— of Beneficiary Matters, or Doctrine 

the Primitive Church, Edit, 1712} For 

5 it is matter of Faith with him from ſe- 
condary teſtimony, whether Biſhops had Au- 
thority in the firſt Centuries recorded by an- 
cient Authors, or not, in my mind it would 
have looked as well in him to have believed 
his Country and learned Countrymenat home, 
telling him they had; as Father Paul, and I 

know not who, telling him they had not. 

But what is it that theſe People do tell him? 
not that the Chriſtian Church had no Pow- 
ers independent on the State, having then no 
civil Powers to depend upon, or to derive 
from; 


cud 


from 4 but that thoſe Powers were not lodged 


in the Biſhops, And hew does that appear! 
why, the Biſhops left theſe Matters ts the 


Provincial and Digreſan Confiſteries, eam 


poſted of Biſhops, Clergy, and Eaity, Their 
teaving the Exerciſe of D. _ 10 others, 
implics they had it; and fo far as the Con- 
ſiſtorics were compoſed of themſelves, they 
did not leave it neither. . 

Thus then ſtands the Argument between the 
Biſhop and the Examiner; whether the Of. 


fie of Conſecration warrants a Biſhop to 


claim Authority by the Ward of God to exer- 
ciſe [ſpiritual Diſcipline, &c, The Office, &c. 
lays in expreſs words, over and over, that 
they have ſuch Power; the Examiner ſtands 
to it forall that, that they have not; Fat he 


cannot conceive how it appears from the 
Form of Conſecration, that any Powers are 


veſted in our Biſhops by the Mord of God; 


where he ſlips off from the Queſtion, which 


is not whether the Office warrants the thing, 


but whether it warrants the Biſhops Claim to 


Authority from God's Word. For tho' a 
divine Commiſſion cannot be grounded onen 


Acts of Parliament, yet a Claim to it may be 


ſo grounded, and a Right to its Exerciſe as 


ſuch. The Act of Parliament does not war- 


rant that Biſhops have divine Commiſſion and 


Authority from the Word of God, but it war- 


rants us that the Scripture does warrant that; 


and after ſuch a manner, that few beſides the 
PS; „ Exa- 


Buaminer would 11 It Cooper publlekly ta 
exo private Reaſons, ſich as he gives, as a 
alance te ſich as, I have looked and cannot 
100 it in my Bible; ſo tho all the world tells 
me tis there, I will not believe it, I have 
pot looked over the ancient Authors, but 
Father Pau! og has, Who tells me ſo 
and ſo, and I will believe him and no body 
elle, that ſays the contrary z let them be Bi- 
ſhops, Parliaments, or Churches, 
A legal Recognitian of a divine Right and 
Authority in Biſhops is not, 'tis certain, an 
Original, nor Foundation of ſuch divine 
Right, becauſe it is a Recognition; nor can 
a divine Commiſſion be derived from hu- 
man Authority. But a divine Right ſo war- 
ranted to be trom Scripture, is more than 4 
Suppoſal that ſuch Right is from Scripture : 
nor to the Recognizers themſelves only per- 
ſonally, is it a putting that Right from Scrip- 
ture bey ond diſpute, by their actual Aſſent; 
but is the promulged and actual Aſſent alſo 
of the whole Community given to the ſame 
Trutli, included in that of the legiſlative Re- 
cognizers;; and carries every Member of the 
Community's Aſſent to it, as much as any 
Law that is made: as much at leaſt as the 
legal Eſtabliſhment, Acts of Uniformity, or 
any particular Doctrine or Practice of the 
eſtabliſhed Church or to any Truth or Pro- 
poſition whatever, eſtabliſh' d by Law, which 
obliges, at leaſt to à practical. Conformity, 
and makes, if not. Nor alſont inwardly, yet 


; Non- 
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Non-ſubmiſſſon and Contradition by Overt- 


Ads, real or verbal, legal Tranſgreſſion. And 


the Examiner's own Warranty will be found 


to be included in that of the Legiſlature. 


Being a Chriſtian is to believe and profeſs, 
that the Chriſtian Religion is from God, and 
the Scriptures, that declare it to be ſoz and 
acknowledging and believing this muſt far- 
ther imply a Belief, that ſomething is done 
or ſaid, ſome Ads performed by ſomebody 


or other, in a Chriſtian Society, or Church, 


that is by divine Authority and Commiſſion, 


For inſtance, Chriſt bids his Diſciples baptize, 


therefore he who baptizes does it by divine 
Authority and Commiſſion; he commands 
to do this in remembrance of him, he that 
docs it, does it by. divine Commiſſion, The 
Scripture directs ſome to rule, others to obey 
in the Church; therefore thoſe who rule, do 


tit by divine Authority and Commiſſion, Now 
as all Society is founded on Digeſtion into Of- 


ſicers and Magiſtrates; having Powers and a 


Right of juriſdiction, either originally legiſla- 
tive, or derived from the Legiſlator; ſo the 
Chriſtian Society muſt have ſome Officers or 


others divinely commiſſion'd, to do a great ma- 


ny things poſitively and particularly command- 


ed, that it is impoſſible that all, and every bo- 


dy ſhould have right to do, Now this divine 


Authority and Juriſdiction, that all Chriſtlans 
by being ſuch, muſt acknowledge to be lodged 
ſomewhere, the Church of England has ap- 
propriated to Biſhops, and thoſe — it 
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from them; the Parliament and every Mem- 


ber of the Kingdom, whoſe Aſſents are re- 
preſentatively included in theirs, have by ſe- 


veral Acts made the Acknowledgment of its 


being fo, the Law of the Kingdom, declared 
it to be evidently fo from Scripture and an— 


cient Hiſtory ; the Presbytcrians, in their 


Presbyters, & c. and all Chriſtians (omcwhere. 
And tho' it were in the chict Magiſtrate, or 
civil Legiſlature, yet (till it would be there, 
as much a ſpiritual Authority, and Right of 


Juriſdiction, as much independent on civil 


Character, as if it were lodged in others: 
only our Author, who hates all religious 


Independency, and mult be a Chriſtian of 


a patticular Stamp, will hayc it to be no 
where, 


I find it extremely difficult, ſays our Ex- p. f. 


aminer, to reconcile the Powers the Biſho 
aſcribes to the Biſhops of (our) Church, as 
grounded on the Word of God, with the re- 
gal Supremacy, | N 
Not lo very difficult, if Men will rightly 
underſtand it. I do not, I muſt own, ap- 
prove the Biſhop's Notion and Expreſſion of 
a double Original of Epiſcopal Powers, (if 
he means Powers purely Sacerdotal and Evan» 
gelick) from the Word of God, and from 
the Laws of the Land: for there is but one 
Original of Epiſcopal and Miniſterial Autho- 
rity, from Chriſt alone; Biſhops are origi- 


nally commiſſion'd from Chriſt by his A- 


* poſtles, 
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| poſtles, for the Work of the Church; their 

Authority they again derive from themſelves 
into inferiour Chanels. Theſe Commiſſions 
by the Propagators of the Goſpel, together 
with the Golpel itſelf, from which they are 
inſeparable and eſſential to it, are received 
by the converted Nations and Powers of the 
World; are examin'd, approved, acknow- 
ledged; and civil Governours, convinced of 
- wg Derivation of their Authority from Chriſt, 
empower them to execute in their ſeveral 
Communities, their divine Commiſſions, 
eſtabliſh Maintenances for their more con— 
venicnt Livelyhoods, found Schools and Nur» 
ſeries of Learning to train up Men to be pro- 
per Succeſlors to derive their Authority upon; 

adorn their Offices with civil Honours, and 
deſervedly ennoble an Office of ſo much Chri- 
ſtian Dignity and Benefit as the Episcopal; at- 
tended belide as its Acceflories, With high 
Characters of Virtue and Learning: And 
Where is the harm of all this to civil Su— 

remacy } What the civil Power adds, derived 
from himſelf, and that is his Creature, is 
ſubject to the civil Supremacy whence it 
came, both as to Right of Exerciſe, and Ex- 
iſtence alſo z what came from Chriſt, is like- 
wile ſubject to him, but as to its exerciſe only. 
The Biſhop has a divine Authority anda Right | 
to exereiſe it: The civil Supreme, on his ſide, 
has no Right or Power either to deſtroy that 
Power or _ of cxcrciſing it but he has 
Right 


(is) 


Right and Power to eſtabliſh, permit, or pro- 


hibit that Exerciſc of it, within his Juriſdic- 


tion, at the peril of the Exerciſer. It the Su- 


preme is a Chriſtian, and believes (as by being 
lo he muſt) that that Religion came from 
God; and that it came from him officer'd 
and with a proper Miniſtry, inſtituted by 
thoſe who immediately from him, formed 
the Plan of it, both as to Doctrine and Prac= 
tice, to tranſact the great Affairs, adminiſter 
the Sacraments and Ordinances of it in his 
Church; he himfelf becomes the Subject of 
its Laws, and of the Adminiſtration of its In- 
ſlitutes, by its divinely commiſſion's Officers, 
for his own lake, and to entitle himſelf to 


the Participation of the promiſed Benefits an- 
nexed to them, coming thro" the appointed 


hands, But ro balance this leeming piece of 
Humiliation, he finds himſelf enriched with 
a new Branch of Supremacy, and himſelf ar 
the head of thele divinely-commiltion'd Of- 
ficers, acting under him and excrciling their 
divine Authority by virtue of his Authority, 
and in great mcalure by his Direction; lett 
to call upon him frequently from his civil 


Sphere to lend them allillauce to give effect 


to the Execution ol thole Ollices, which may 
tend to the Advancement of Chrill's Kingdom, 
that is cloſely wrapt together with his OWN, 


'Tis a Millake in the Examiner, 10 ſay, T. iz. 


that Authority which neither can er ought 
to beexerciſed, is but the Name without the 
| | D * IH Thing, 
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Thing. Power, and the Right to exerciſe it, 


does not depend upon the Preſence or Ab- 


ſence of Matter to exerciſe it upon; a Law- 


yer or Phyſician have both the Power and 
Right, tho' they have neither Client or Pa- 
tient to exerciſe upon, or are forbidz and 
my ſelſ, l hope, have both miniſterial Power, 


and Right to exerciſe it, tho' many a long 


year I wanted Matter to exerciſe it upon, un- 
leſs I would, like our Author, break into 
other folks Dioceſe, and play the Adjuſter of 
their Rights and Privileges amongſt the Law- 
yers in the Temple; as he, for want of proper 
buſineſs, does amongſt us (Affecters of Ty» 


ranny) Parſons z (p. 1. to ſpend ſome of my lei- 
ſure hours, in ſcattering Firebrands and 


throwing Serpents, and ſquirting dirt at Bi- 
ſhops from a dark hole unſeen). Tho' the 
Legiſlature forbid the exerciſe of the Chri- 


ſtian Religion, its Miniſters would ſtill have 
the ſame Powers and Right to exerciſe them, 


as now it is eſtabliſhed by Law; and tho' they 


- ought not in ſuch caſe to exerciſe their Right 


as Members of the civil Community, without 


being Offcnders againſt the Law, and regu- 


Jarly liable to the Penalties that might be in- 
flicted; yer as Subjects and Officers commiſ- 


ſioned to preach the Goſpel, they had both 


a Right ſtill, and it was their Duty, to exer- 
ciſe that Right in that ſituation of Affairs. 
Thus our Author Has born his teſtimony 


againſt the appearance of one of thoſe Prin- ; 


ciples 


1 
ciples and Claims that are to eſtabliſb a ſacer . 
dotal Empire, the moſt impious and oppre ſ- 
ſiue Tyranny that ever exerciſed the patience 
of God and Man. And this ſo threatning 
Claim, is Biſhops pretending to be Chriſt's 
Miniſters, and not Tools of the Pcople, or 
Creatures of the State, And this Teſtimony 
of his, is born not only againſt his own, but a- 
gainſt all Chriſtian Countries, preſent and 
paſt ; and this Claim is fo far from being new 
and extraordinary, that it has been the Claim 
of all Chriſtian Miniſters, or rather given to 
them by all Chriſtian Churches withoutClaim, 
Yet this ſingle Claim is the fundamental Ar- 

ticle and Evidence that the Author raiſes all 
his Outcry againſt the Clergy upon, (p. 23.) 
[ believe I may venture to affirm, that the 
divine Right appropriated to Eeeleſtaſtichs, 
is the curſed Root of Bitterneſs, from whence 
the Papal Supremacy ſprung. And if a 
Principle of a Right of Furiſdiftion, unde- 
rived from the Magiſtrate, doth not always 
lead to the Popery of the Church of Rome, 
it leads to a State equally miſehievous and 
abſurd ; I mean, a Popery at our own doors. 
It is in this Claim of Biſhops acting by autho- 
rity from Chriſt, that Popery, Inquiſition, and 
Slavery, Treaſon, and ſpiritual Tyranny, and 
the grand Conſpiracy that he has found out 
in the Codex,that the Parſons are carrying on, 
to wreſt the Sceptre from the King's hand, 
and for the Conyocation {who arc in a fine 

ND way 


way towards it) to turn the Houſe of Com- 
mans out of doors; the Biſhops to diſpel and 
turn out of their Houſe the Temporal Lords; 
Dottors: Commons to ſwallow up Weſtmin- 


ſter-Hall; Proctors and Commiſſioners to 
eat up Judges, Serjeants, and Counſcllors z 
and Apparitors to devour Attorneys; all theſe 


ſo prodigious and terrible Revolutions, the 
Examiner has not only plainly diſcovercd in 
the Scheme of that grand Conſpirator the Bi- 
ſhop of London, in his Codex, but ripening. 
and coming on apace to their fatal Criſis: 


_ Nay, all this lock'd up in this one point, Bi- 


ſhops having authority from, and acting by 
Commiſhon derived. from Chriſt z and in 
conſequence of ſuch Commiſſion and Autho- 
rity, claiming a Right to Juriſdiction in the 


Church, becauſe they happen to be called in 


Scripture, Rulers, Governours, Paſtors, 
Teachers, Rejetters, &c. Names that on o- 


ther occaſions import it; under whom their 


Fellow. Members of the Church are repre- 


ſented as a Flock, directed to obey, honour, 


&c. and in conſequence of ſuch Right of ju- 


riſdiction, claiming from the civil Supreme 


a Right and Authority to exerciſe it under 


| him, towards ſuch Subjects of his Care as he 
hall appoint for their Province, by ſuch Me- 
thods, as ſhould be thought proper to give 
tuecels to the divine Appolntment, and cons 


fined to ſuch Matter,as It appeared to have al- 
Ways exereiled ntelt upon, and was of quality 
| approved 


(21) 
approved as ſuitable to it, concerted between 
them, And this Examiner ſhould make it 
appear cither therefore juſt, that Biſhops haye 
no divine Authority or Commiſlion from 
__ Chriſt, no Foundation in ſuch Authority in 
Scripture, no Footſteps of the Exerciſe of 
ſuch Juriſdiction in the earlieſt Ages of the 
Church, or great Interruptions of it thro' the 
following Centuries; no Acknowledgments 
or Confirmations of ſuch Authority and Ju- 
riſdiction in our early eccleſiaſtical Records; 
no Mention of it in our Laws, or great In- 
terruptions of it in all, at leaſt ſome one 
Reign, thro' the Succeſlion of all our Kings 
good or bad, or that it is a condemned and 
exploded Article of Religion, or a new or 
upſtart one, trumped up by the Biſhop, or 
any Biſhops or Laymen ſince the Reforma- 
tion. Had he done this, then indeed he 
might have open'd his Mouth with ſuch viru- 
lent Outcrics againſt the Biſhops Claim of di- 
vine Authority, and conſequent Juriſdiction 
on good or ſome Groundsz then he would 
have done his buſineſs, and anſwer'd his 
Deſign againſt the Clergy at once, and 
ſaved himſelf the tedious Trouble of writing, 
and others of reading ſo much itpertinent 
Malignlty, as he has ſtuff d up his Book Withal. 
And not doing that, he does _— at ally 
for this one Polnt undoes his whole Book, 
_ andanſWers In Its Conſequences all the par» 
tſeular Rubbiſh of hiſtorlenl Facts, old or 
| | new, 


(24) | 2 


new, that he has raked together into a Bund] 
of frivolous Imputations, which he ſwaggers 
withal, as mighty Matters brought to light 


againſt the Clergy. And failing here, the | 
Man is anſwer'd before he has well begun, and 


there is no Occaſion to ſay more to him, un- 


leſs to ſhew (as a learned Hand has done) 


how falſe in his Quotations, weak in his Rea- 
ſonings, over-power'd by contrary Authori- 
ties he is, in Points and Facts, that were 
they all granted him, are anſwer'd, before 
they are produced. This he ſaw, and accor- 
dingly puſhed at making thoſe feeble and 
_ ridiculous Efforts, that have been mention'd : 
for had he thought them otherwiſe, and that 


they were convincing, he might have ſtopt 
there, and it afterward would have been im- 


ertinent in him to labour to determine the 
ounds of an Authority and Juriſdiction, 
which he had already ſhown was not; for his 
whole Book afterwards is built on the Ac- 


knowledgment of Epiſcopal Power and Juril- 


diction, and to reduce it tq its proper nar- 
row Bounds, | 1% OR 

Or Jecandly, this not being done; to juſtify 
himſelf from being aſcandalous Boutefeu and 
Incendiary, and a deteſtable Calumniator. For 
to write ſuch a Book as this with malicious Pe- 


tulancy, to make the Body of the Clergy o- 


dious and contemptible, to gratify an infidel 


Prejudice, ot non-confarming Diſaffection, 


deſerves Names even blacker than theſe : be- 
| cauſe 
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| ( 25 ) 
cauſe it is not only a private Wrong, but ſuch 
a national one, as ill affets the Church and 
State throughout. For on the Influences of 
the Clergy's general Character depends, in 
great meaſure, the Piety, Virtue, and Salva- 
tion of the common Body of the People, and 


the civil Peace and Welfare of the Nation. To 


leſſen the Nation's Love and Eſteem of them, 
beyond Juſtice, Truth, or their Demerit, to poſ- 


1 ſels Men's Minds with Notions of their being 


their Country's Enemies, forming Schemes of 
enſlaving and tyrannizing oyer them, is enough 
to convulſe both our religious and civil Eſta» 
bliſnment, and tends to introduce all manner 
of religious and irreligious Confuſion, To 
juſtify himſelf, I ſay, from the Guilt of theſe 
dark Names and Crimes, he ought to produce 
Inſtances and Evidence from this Codex thar 


he is examining, of a Scheme of Church» 

Power formed, and of Claims of Juriſdiction 
made in it, as are ſufficient Grounds for his 
making the prodigious Outcry he does in it 


againſt the Clergy, and treating not -only 
them, but the very Order of the Chriſtian Mi- 
niſtry, ſo unſuitably ro Candour and Decency 3 


for his publickly alarming the Kingdom with 
Fury againſt them, from Dangers to their 
Rights and Libertics impending from them, 


as is of kin to crying Fire and Murder thro' 


the Streets and Pariſhes: My dear Country- 
men all, take heed to your ſelves from your 


Parſon, for tho' he has hardly Bread for his 


* Family 


* 
* : 
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Family to cat, or a Caſlock to his Back; yet 
let me tell you, he will be Lord of the Pariſh, 
before you think of it; for I have found out: 
a Claim enter'd for him in the Codex: for 
there is a ſacerdotal Empire a ſetting up, and 
and l he is on the Liſt to be a Limb of a Tyrant; 

nay, to be an Inquiſitor, you know not what 
it is, and 'tis well if he do. It is not enough 
for the Examiner to ſhew us Claims of Church 
Power, and eccleſiaſtical Jurifdiftion, made 

by the Biſhop in his Scheme, which are nei- 
ther founded on the Law of God, or the 
Law of his Country; and that exceed the 
Bounds originally allign'd and adjudged to 
epiſcopal juriſdiction to exerciſe itſelf within, 
or What our Kings, and the Laws fince the 
Reformation have given up to them; or that 
he has drawn under his Juriſdiction Matter 
that did not and ought not to belong to it z 
that he has enlarged the Province of Epiſco- 

al Jurildiation, and heighten'd ecclelialtical 
Jilcipline, and claims more Power than the 
Church ought to have: but that theſe Ex- 


celles, and Ulurpations, are of that high and 1 


important nature, as are Withdrawings from 
the regal Supremacy, and placing the Exer- 
eiſe of their divine Commillions in them. 
ſelves, independently on the civil Legiſlature; 
and are Encroachments upon the Rights and 

Liberties of the Laity, in ſuch a high degree, 
as may give them juſt Apprehenſions of Dan- 
gers, that by inſenſible Increaſe may grow 


2 | from 


„ 
ſrom them; for that there is not any at pre- 
ſent, I think, is pretty plain. Or were it o- 
therwiſe, we live not in days when ſuch 
Grievances would not be ſoon eſpied, and as 
ſoon redreſs'd, But inſtead of this, we have 
a great Cry made, and little Wool, Does the 
Author make it appear, that eccleſiaſtical Ju- 
riſdition is either any way grown, or grow- 
ing upon the civil } That the Biſhops have 
broke in upon the State, beyond the Limits 
fixed by the Law and Conſtitution} Will he 
pretend that eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline is heigh- 
ren'd and overgrown ? the legal Eſtabliſh- 
ment tells him quite otherwiſe, that it is de- 
plorably decay'd ; | = 
( (Comminatian.) Brethren, in the primitive 
Church there was a godly Diſtipline, that 
at the Beginning of Lent, ſich Perſons 
as ſtood convicted of notorious Crimes, were 
put to open Penance, &c. Inſtead whereof, 
(until the ſaid Diſcipline may be reſtored a- 
gain, which is much to be wiſhed, &c. The 
greateſt part of the Author's Paper (if it were 
not to ſhew us what a line Scholar he is, how 
great with our Savor and other Kings) would 
be of very little moment, ſpent upon trifling 
Diſputes and Cavilsz and I really hardly knaw 
in many things, what he would be at, or have, 
he talks ſo in and out, and inconſiſtently: 
Only this I know, what I am ſure he would 
not have, that is, not any Parſons, Only 1 find 
that he is in a Fume and Paſlion till, from 
4 S E 2 5 end 
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end to end and this Biſhop, and his Codex 
has put him ſo much out of humour with the 
Cloth, that he is dogged and ſurly whenever 


they come in his way, without one ſingle |: 


good Word from him, : 
Our Anceſtors, ſays he, (p. 23.) did not 
content themſelves with barely aboliſhing 
the uſurped Power of the Biſhop of Rome 
but went to the Root of the Evil, and de- 


clared that all Furiſdittion, as well eccleſiaſ- 


tical as civil, is veſted in, and exerciſed by 


Delegation from the Crown; and ſo he 


treats us with large Pieces of ſeveral Acts of 


Parliament. 26 Hen, 8. 37. 1 Edw.6 


1 Elis. cſtabliſhing our Kings Supremacy. 
Henry the 8th's Time was too unſettled to 
make the Standard of Rights in Religion; 
however, if that is the Root of the Evil, and 
will make him eaſy, that all eccleſiaſtical Fu- 
riſdiction be exerciſed by Delegation from 
zhe Crown, | believe all the Clergy of the 
Church of England will agree to the rooting 
of it up ſo far, and admit the regal Supremacy |! 
upon the foot thoſe Acts put aſſent to it upon: | 
If that would but cool his Heat againſt them | 
as to that Article, vis. that the Right of ex- 
erciſing eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction within the 


King's Dominions, is originally from the | 


Crown, tho' not the Grant of the divine Au- 
thority it ſelf, and the Right abſolute to exer- 
Cite it: for we ſee that done in fact by their 
Approbation, in Popiſh Prieſts, G c. whoſe 
Com- 


TO 
Commiſſions from Chriſt, nor their Right 
to execute them, we do nat diſpute z yet they 
have no Right to exerciſe their Juriſdiftions 
here, Conviction of their doing which, is 
Death: And the ſame Right of Supremacy 
that forbids them, empowers us, And lam 
afraid that the Authority of this ſame Act, 
that he preſſes the Clergy with, with regard 
to eccleſiaſtical Supremacy, he himſelf will 
hardly ſtand to, with regard to civil; to wit, 
that all civil FRO alſd is veſted in, 
and exerciſed by,Delegation from the Crown ; 
and yet I cannot ſee how theſe Acts can, 
without great violence to them (p. 27.) bo 
ſuppoſes to admit of any Conſtruction, that 
veſts civil Authority in the Crown, lels ab- 
ſolutely; than they do eccleſiaſtical z or that 
the Legiſlature had any ſecret Reſerves in 
favour of civil Furiſdiftion, more than ec- 
cleſiaſtical, And this puts an end alſo to all 
that the Author objects from Exemptions, 
Prohibitions, &c. which I am as willing to 
jump over, as to miſs ſo many Miles of dirty 
Way; with all that he ſays about Pope Boni- 
face, Court of Delegates, &c. with this Pro- 
phecy, That no Clergyman will ever be Lord 
Chancellor again; and yet is himſelf, and 
puts the Kingdom in ſuch a Panick, that they 
are going to lord it over all the Kingdom in 
higher degree than Lord Chancellors much : 
which arc of as much importance as the Bal- 
lad of Robin Hood; and his Readers will 


think, 


(ies 
think, as he fears, that he is miſpending 
both their Time (p. 58.) and his own; in all 
his delightful Tittle-Tattle, what his Lord- 
ſhip ſays, and how he nicks him at every 
turn, Back- ſtroke and Fore-ltroke, 
P.62, If the Biſhop of London thought of prapo- 
ling to the Legiſlature the making the Con- 

vocation, or a Committee of Biſhops ulti- 
mate Judges in eccleſiaſtical Canſes, as ex- 
pedient, where is the harm of it? If the Par- 
liament do not like it, cannot they let it a- 
lone to goas it is? His making ſo much ſport 
with the lucky Word Candidate, ſhows hc 
has an excellent knack at Pleaſantry; and the 
Turn that he gives to the diſuſe of Convoca- 
tions, making it a Compliment of the Go» 
vernment to the Clergy, is a Maſter-plece 
| Nikhil ſupra; and the Story about / ey and 
b. 63, 65, the Pretender, tho' he will not take upon 
96. him to ſay it has any Foundation, but a ter- 
rible Aſlertion in the Codex brought it freſh 
to his Mind, And tho' the Story has no Foun- 
dation, yet it is however a good Story to let 
us know that there is ſuch a cloſe Connexion 
of Ideas between them, that he can never 
- think of the Biſhop of London and the Codex, 
but preſently Le/ley and the Pretender come 
In his Head, The terrible Allertion is, ft 4 
work i moſt like to proſper in ſuch Hands as 
under/tand it beſt; and that Churchmen are 
the moſt praper Afiſtants to the Prince in 
the Adminiſtration of Church 4 
| "OWAa 


EP 
Would any one imagine what dreadful Des 
ſigns the Examiner has found concealed in 
theſe ſeemingly innogent Words ! He opens 
the Diſcovery, with the Ambition, Avarice, 
and unrelenting Cruelty of the Popiſh Clergy, 
their hunting down Princes like Beaſts of 
Prey; Monks ſpending the Wealth of King- 
doms in Riot and Luxury ; the Rogueries of 
the Inquiſition, the Devaſtations of the Cru- 
fade, and the Terrours of a miduight Maſ- 
ſacre, Kc, Then tells, that when the words 
Religion and the Church of God are made 
uſe of to eſtabliſh a Monopoly of Power in 
the Clergy (and he might have ſaid Laity 
too) the Abuſe of them is the ſame in Kind, 
tho' not in Degree and in its Conſequences, 
as in the Inſtances I have mention d. Then 
tells us, that if he underſtand his Lordſhip 
(which is indeed a Queſtion) he is apprehen- 
ſive that the Intereſts of Religion are not 
likely to be effeftually promoted, until the 
 Aaminiſtration (under the King) of eccleſi- 
_ aſtical Aﬀairs, is entruſted with the as 

0 frighttul Story to be told hand bis Loraſhip 
before had enter'd his Claim in the Behalf of 
the Church, he ſays, to the whole judicial 
Adminiſtration of ſpiritual Affairs, and this 
under the King,too, And Here (by his laying 
that thoſe that underſtand things beſt, belt 
manage them) he barks that Claim with an- 
ot ber, with regard to the Prudential, (that 
is, the Rule holds not only in Religion, but 

—_ other 


1 (32) 1 
other things) and declares the Extent of both; 
that is, in al! Affairs it holds, from this ſo 
dangerous Rule of the Biſhop's, that the Ma- 
nagement of Affairs ought to be committed 
to thoſe who beſt underſtand them. He con- 
cludes, that the Clergy would ſtand fair for 
the Adminiſtration of religious Matters; and 


for ſome alſo of civil; but his Majeſty's moſt 


honourable Privy-Council know better things 
than to let it go there, and will rather ler 
thoſe who know little of Matters, be Ma- 
nagers, than that 2%e Intereſt and Concerns 
of Perſons and Things commonly called ſpt- 
rituale haſtily canton d out to the Cler- 


g. And it is not eaſy to foreſee all the 
_ Conſequences of his Lordſhip's Scheme; or to 
Take in the whole Extent of Power the ſpi- 


ritual Vicegerency would acquire by it: that 
is, by obſerving the Biſhop's dangerous Rule, 
of catruſiing the Management of Matters 
to the ableſt Hands, From how many things 
then would the Laity be excluded, and the 
Clergy let in? Had the Biſhop ſaid ſo much 


as this Man here ſays, the Laity might juſtly 


relent ſuch a Compliment put upon the 
Clergy at their expence; yet ferte opem po- 
pulares— Men and (Infidel) Brethren help, 
away with ſuch Fellows from the Earth ; 
who lay, that Mcrit and Ability is the Rule 
to chute Managers by, and ſo muſt ſweep 
all ihemſelve:. „ 


The 


633) 
. The temporal _— and Emoluments an- P. 68. 
nered to Biſhopricks (particularly that of a 
. Seat in the Houſe of Lords) are ſo capable of | 
| _ employ'd to the Welfare or Detriment 
of the Community (as every thing elſe is) that 
the Clergy of our reformed Church have not 
yet Had the Hardineſs to claim the Diſpoſal 
of themin direct Terme. 
One would think the Author were hard 
put to it for Matter of Accuſation of the Cler- 
gy, when their not being guilty of a Crime 
is made one, by the help of a not yet and in 
direct Terms; for by this ſame Rule you 
may charge Men with every thing that they 
have not yet done. O, but tho' they have not 
done it 4vowedly, yet tis included in the 
general Claim his Lordſhip makes; which 
we have juſt mention'd : 5 
That Merit ſhould be the Rule of Choice 
to Office; his Lordſhip ſaying, that all WorkP. 69. 
of "what kind ſoever, is moſt like to proſper 
in ſuch hands as underſtand it beſt, and 
have it moſt at heart, x 
That was before a dangerous Rule, that 
would let the Clergy into every thing; is now | 
not ſo dangerous, and will ſhut the Clergy - 
out of every thing: for now he ſhews us, 
that Laymen are fit to manage religious Mat- 
ters, but Clergymen are not fit to manage ei- 
ther civil Matters or religious, and are now 
fir for nothing at all z and to eſtabliſh this Pa- 
radox, he fills four Pages with Hiſtory ſcan- 
F dalouſly 
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dalouſly partial, and malicious, from the A 
formation till the Long-Parllament; which 
if any body call malicious Traſh, $ will not 


quarrel with him about it, 


After the Author here has let us under= 
ſtand, that he is a Juſtice of Peace or Re- 


corder, and attends with great pleaſure at 


Quarter-Seſſions z he falls foul upon the Bi- 
ſhop for ſaying, that the Detection and Pu- 
niſhment of Vice is Parſons buſineſs. But 
there is ſo much Weakneſs, wrought up 
with ſo much Spite, and ſilly ways of Exag- 
geration to ſet the King againſt the Clergy, 
the Judges call'd the Church's Hangmen, &c. 
that his Friends muſt bluſh to ſee Rancour a- 
gainſt Parſons ſo overpower his Diſcretion. 

I do not ſee why his Lordſhip having an 
Opinion of Canonical Purgation different 
from his, ſhould be ſo great a crime; and if 
his Lordſhip thought well of it, why he may 
not as rightly wiſh its Reſtoration, as the 


Examiner be glad 'tis aboliſh'd, If it was an 


abſurd and unjuſt way of proceeding, yet 


where was the Eccleſiaſtical Tyranny of it! 
ſince it lay harder upon the Clergy than the 


Laity; the more eminent the Perſon, the 
more Compurgators were requir'd, and Bi- 


ſhops were to bring Biſhops, and Clergymcn 1 


their Peers, upon Forfeiture of their Bene- 
fices: and the Penalty therefore upon them 


Was both greater, and the Difficulty of muſ- 
tering up proper . alſo for them- 


(elves, 


- Een 
ſelves, and the Grievance on the ſide where 
he declaims ſo powerfully of the Tyranny's 
lying, was the heavieſt, (Vid. the Canon.) 


I take leave again here both of his Lord- p. g,, , 
ſhip and his Examiner, The Extent of his 92. 


Majeſty's Prerogative in pardoning, and how 
far, or whether Perſons convicted and par- 
don'd in the Civil Court, may be puniſh'd 
or proſecuted in the Eccleſiaſtical, are deep 
Points of Law, I have nothing to ſay to; 
only J think that a Clergyman civilly crimi- 
nal, by Robbery, Houſe-breaking, Perjury, 
Murder, Maiming, G. tho' pardon'd by the 
King, yet cannot be acquitted in the Ecele- 
| Naſtical Court, with regard to the Biſhop ; 
. unleſs the King's Pardon, together with Re- 
miſlion of Guilt, includes in it alſo a Reſto- 
ration of Character, which no Pardon can 
reach, nor Acts of Parliaments themſelves ſet 
right. For inflance, theſe civil Crimes are 
committed and pardon'd before a Man, 
that is otherwiſe legally qualify'd, by Age, 
Learning, and Degree, goes into Orders; can 
the King's Pardon ſet him right to the Biſhop, 
as to good Report, godly Converſation, &c. 
to be teſtify'd by the Archdeacon, aſſented to 
by the People, teſtify'd by other Clergymen, 
and Neighbours, for three Years paſt? And 
however far the King's Pardon may go in 
acquitting other Church Criminals, yet 1 
think as to criminal Churchmen themſelves, 
whether puniſh'd or pardon'd for ſcandalous 
| F 2 Crimes, 


P. 95. 


P. 100 
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Crimes, the Laws are not intended, to ob- 
lige a Biſhop to give Orders to, or conti- 
nue in the Church, ſuch whom the Word 
of God makes it his Duty not to admir, and 
the Laws of the Land alſo oblige him to ſhut, 
and drive out. For thus the Law would im- 
poſe Contradictions on the Biſhop to itſelf, 


and to what the Scripture enjoins him, what- 


ever Rolls or Hobart may lay. (See Canon 
34. 

The common 1 Lawyers, for whom his Lord. 
- ſhip ſeems to have no great regard Ho 


does that appear? But the Examiner catches 


at all Occaſions, not only to ſet the Nation 
in gcneral upon the Clergy's backs, but every 
Order particularly, Or what ſignifies it by 


What Authority the Canons before the Re- 


formation obliged ; whether by their own: 
Authority, Sufferance, Cuſtom, & c We 
know by what Authority they bind now, 
whether they are old ones continued, or 
new ones made by virtue of the Eccleſiaſtical 
Supremacy conſiſtently with the Law. Only 


Practice we know and Cuſtom is Law a- 


mongſt us, unleſs poſitively over- ruled by the 
Legiſlature; and he makes a great deal of ſtir 


here with his Lordſhip about nothing. 


The Examiner lays before us here a large 
Paſſage out of the Codex ; upon which he 
ſays, "Surely a Doctrine of more Importance, 
and which more Jaſth merits a proper Ani- 


madverſion, 


(”y) 
wadverſion, has not been advanced of late 
Tears. 

The Quotation is ſo long, that J think it 
not worth my pains to tranſcribe ; but refer 
the Reader to it, and then he may be ſureſt 
that I do him no wrong by Miſ-quotation. 

There is nothing that with me ſo much 
deſtroys all good opinion of this Author, and 
this Performance of his, as it muſt do that of 
all fair and impartial Men; as the critical 
Malevolence with which he treats whatever 

the Biſhop ſays, If any doubtful Expreſſions 
are capable of bearing a bad Meaning, he is 
{ure to give them that Meaning, and as ſure 
that the Biſhop deſign'd it, to advance the 
Power of the Clergy, in. wrong to the Civil 
Government ; and treats it accordingly as an 
undoubted part of a Plot found out againſt 
the Liberties of the People, purſues It with a 
train of Conſcquences, till it ends (as every 

thing the Biſhop ſays does, if any are ſo weak 
as to mind him) in Sacerdotal Tyranny. So 
that there are twenty Lines drawn from the 
Biſhop's Quotations, for any thing that I 


| know, that by different Routs run all home 


to this fingle Point: ſo that the Codex is as a 
Circle, from each part of whoſe Circumfe- 
_ rence Lines run, pointing all to the Center 
of Eccleſiaſtical Tyranny and Civil Slavery, 
where they all meet. So that there is hardly 
that Action a Clergyman can do, or a Word 
ſo remote from Deſign, 7 he can you 


but 
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but by the ſame charitable Logick that this 
Man uſes, may be guided to this Center,where 
all muſt end. And he need not have ſtood 
picking and chooſing, but took the Codex, as 
it run on from the beginning, and one piece 

would have ſerv'd his purpoſg almoſt as well 
as another; He perverts, he makes Mountains 
of Mole-hills, ſwells common Expreſſions in- 
to Matter of deep and dangerous Importance, 
Does the Biſhop miſtake? he is ſure it was 
on purpoſe, (p. 93.) He diſcovers Mines, 
catches the Biſhop laying Trains, ſees him 
at work deep under-ground, undermining the 
Laity z he ſhews the Clergy in all bad Lights 
he can z thus ing, but flupidly, the Craftſ- 
man; the Biſhop of London is his Sir Remert, 
and the Miniſtry is Miniſtry, He does bur 
do every unfair thing that he can think of, 
ſhews, as ſar as he can do it, the Clergy like 
n prlmitlve Perfecutor in Bear=aking, to (bt 
the Dogs, and halloo on the Mob at them, 
The Juſtlee of almoſt all theſe CharaQers ap» 
ears In his treatment of the Biſhop In this eng 
aflage that Jam come te before which, he 
makes ſolemn Proclamation of Doffrine of 
great Importance, that we are to expect that 
nothing that has been advanced af late War- 
(comes up to) er merits Animadverſion more x 
and now then let us hear this terrible piece 
of News, I #8, ſays he, no more nor le 
than this, (p. 104.) for I take his own Ace 
e count, 


K 
count, who 1% he would not do his Lordſhip 
any Injuſtice for the World, yet would not 
be partial in his favour, we may be ſure. 
That the Parliament in framing Laws 
 toncerning Religion, and for the Puniſhment 
of Vice, ought to take their Meaſures from 
the Clergy. (The Reader had beſt ſee whether 
the Biſhop ſays any thing of the Parliament's 
taking meaſures from the Clergy ; I cannot 
find it) and to conduct it ſelf by their Senti- 
ments, (I cannot find that neither :) and that 
temporal Penalties in theſe Caſes are proper, 
only when provided to be called in, as often 
as _ Cenſures prove ineffettual. | 
ls Lordſhip is charged with ſaying, hat 
the Correction of Vice belongs to the Clergy 
one would not think that this was ſuch a 
dangerous Aſſertiony If any thing belongs to 
the Clergy, this does, and always has done 
and by the Laws of thelr Country Is aſſigned 
to them accordingly i Yet this en Pleas 
ſure of CorrettHlon bs. 13. he Will not allow 
to belong to them, but clalms It as a 7%. 
ſhure proper to the civil Government only, 
Who does not (ee that his Lordſhip dees 
not mean this Correction of Vice exluſiyely} 
ſa as becauſe the Clergy had a Right to da 
this, the civil Power muſt have none; but 
only that Vice is the proper Matter of their 
ſpiritual juriſdiction, and is accordingly ac- 
knowledged and aſſigned to them as ſuch by 
the Supreme. Not that putting it into * Bi- 
N ſhops 
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ſhops hands under him to correct it in his 
way, took it out of his own to correct it his 
_ own way. There is Work enough for them 
both, and it is well if both do, lending each 
other, when there is occaſion, their mutual 


Aſliſtance. 
F Vice. 


O but the Blſhop ſays, a manner 
Who docs not (ce, that this intends all thoſe 
kinds that the Supreme has aſſign'd to them 
ay how filly does Malice make Men | This 
ke would have by the Biſhop to be deſign'd 
to include Offences of every Kind, in overy 
Degree, from Peity Larceny to High Trea- 
fon; — and thinks he does the Biſhop us 
wrong, in ſuppoſing, he wiſhes to ſee the 
Chared intitlad to the Cognizance of them, 
p. 88.) | 
he additional Strength of the Common 
and Statute Law, which eccleſiaſtical Au- 
thority is entitled to, (p. 100.) is an odd 
Sound-—and the Examiner was ſo ſcauda- 
liged at it, that he was tempted toqueſtion 
the Accuracy of it, as a falſe Print, or an 
Overſight ; as thinking it hardly poſlible 
that any Man would ſay ſo: yet no body but 
this Conjurer would have found out any Harm 
in it. 
Calling in the aid of the civil Power, as 
oft as the Cenſures of the Church prove de- 
Fective or are diſobeyed, (p. 104+) is ſuch a 
glaring and barefaced Imminution of the ei- 
vil Power in his Loraſbip's Scheme, — OC- 
* caſions 
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eaſions great Outcry, What! the Clergy pre- 
tend to implore the King's Aſſiſtance ; What! 
the Biſhops beg the Parliament to help them: 
O the Impudence of theſe Parſons! 

Bur to the grand Article of Accuſation, 


That the Parliament in framing Laws con- P. lo; 


cerning Religion, and for the puniſhment of 
Vice fuck Vice as before mentloned, ſuch as 
by the Supreme's Aſlignation, and their own 
Pre- appointment, is the proper Matter of cc« 
_ cleſiaſtical Juriſdition) ought to take its 
Meaſures from the Clerg y, to condutt it [elf 
by their Sentiments, We muſt conſider that 
the Author has not given us the Biſhop's. 
Senſe, as he calls it here, in hls own Words, 
as the Reader may find; but in the ruggedeſt 
Words that he could pick out, to provoke and 
give offence to the Parliament. 
And now mind what terrible Conſequen- 
ces he draws upon the Biſhop from hence; 
It will follow, chat the Ends of Religion are 
likely to be anſwer'd, and the Intereſt of the 
Church moſt effeftually promoted by Laws 
made by the Advice and Concurrence of the 
Clergy. And moſt People, I _— are of 
that Mind, that this is ey enough, but by 


ſuch Laws only, unleſs we take in hey to 
it, tis more than any Man can ſay, ſince 

that is as it pleaſes God it may prove. 
2. It will follow likewiſe,that Acts of Par- 
liament concerning ſpiritua! Perſons and ſpi- 
ritual Things may be compared to quack Me- 
= e art dicines, 
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dicines, which promiſe great Matters, but 
rather deſtroy than preſerve the Conſtitution. 
The Sting of this Compariſon lies in the word 


ot which happens not to be the Biſhop's 


ord, but the Examiner's ; for the Biſhop's 
is, Medicines prepared and adminiſtred by 
ehalful Hands, . 
J. It will follow, that Queen Elizabeth was 


no miſtaken (which is a great Reflexlon upon 


Laymen outſhine Clergymen in N But 
et 


P 1c9. 


Actions of the then Roman Prieſts to us! un- 


that wiſe Princeſs) when ſbe thought the Clerg) 
the beſt Judges in Religion. It ſhould be ſo 
indeed, but it often happens otherwiſe, and 


I believe the Examiner and I had better let the 
Deciſion of that Point alone, as alſo that of the 


Sufficiency and Integrity, and ſuperior Knows 


ledge of theClergy, to the Laity z which cach 


ought to think the others to have, and in- 
 Nead of envying, to with them joy of: Thoſe 


who pretend to it moſt, in the way of Ri. 
valſhip and Competition, ſtand likelieſt not 
to have it; and they that give it from them- 
ſelves to others, ſtand faireſt for it. 4 


The loading the Clergy only with all the 
crucl Uſage the Mickliſſites and Lollards had, 


is by no mcans fair; give the Devil his duc: 
If the Clergy petition'd, the Parliament heard 


and acted; the King, People, and Army a- 
gainſt the Lollards, executed with equal 
Leal. But What if the Clergy were only to 
blame; what is the ſanguinary Temper and 


le(s 


(4) 1 
led. as Chriſt's Miniſter, every Clans 4 
is by being ſo to be deem'd a Villain, Vet 2 
this is the Author's Reaſoning frequently, if 
he can pick out any thing in Story that Prieſts 
have had a hand in, the preſent Generation, 
and the whole Order to the World's end are 
to have it charged upon them perſonally, 


The Temporalit * Parliament ſurely did P. 110. 
nei ſhake 255 t of ſpiritual" Pedagagues, 
only to 8 them tues and their Poſte erity 


to the Diſt fahle o another, 
This is decent, and ſhows a Spirit in this 
Gentleman, 1 
J de not find him inclined ta reſolve 40l b. 111. 
A, Power into the royal Supremacy, 
or there is another Legiſlature his Lordſbip 
f an eye to, namely the Convecation. 
Since the Convocation is, as he obſerves, 
and acts under. thoſe Controuls and Limita- 
tions he mentions, cannot make Canons or 
Conſtitutions with Effect without the royal 
Authority, and then within the Bounds of 
the Laws of the Land, and this acknow- 
ledged; whence all theſe Fears and Outeries? P. x 
and why muſt not this Legiſtature be place 
in the ſame Point of View ls the King ſeen 
gag a religious Head of the Clergy, and of his 
| Subjects as Chriſtians, ſo much a meaner 
Sight thro' that Avenue, than ſeen at the 
Head of his Subjects thro an Avenue of thoſe 
his ſame Subjects and Clergy, conſider'd in a 
civil and ſocial way, not as Chrilhans, and 
. Ga. himſelf ö 


| 

1 
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himſelf as a Heathen Monarch? And why 


muſt his Lordſhip's calling the King and Par- 
liament a temporal Legiſlature, in contradi- 


ſtinction to his ſpiritual Supremacy, be, by 
way of Diminution ? In all our Acts of Par- 
liament and royal Proclamations, docs not 


Spiritual ſtand firſt? Lords Spiritual and 


Temporal, in all Cauſes and over all Perſons 


eccleſiaſtical and civil. J hope he will give 


the Parliament leave to adjuſt the Ceremonial 
for themſelves, and place themſelves iff pro- 
per Station. 

Admitting the Biſhop's Judgment to be, as 
he ſays, vis. That the Defetts in our eccle- 


ſiaſtical Conſtitution were amendable by bis 
ſpiritual Legiſlature, the Convocation ; yet 


I do not ſee but this is the legal Judgment of 
the Nation, and of the civil Legiſlature them- 
ſelves: for is not the King included in the 
Convocation as its Head ? "under whom the 
Convocation act in ſubordination, as Propo- 
ſers of Amendments only, and without whoſe 
Aſſent, their Reſolves have no legal Autho- 


rity? And is not the King, by the Parliament 
itſelf, declared to be the Foundation of ec-— 


cleſiaſtical Juriſdition? And Acts of Convo- 
cation aſſented to by him, declared by the 


Law of the Land, to be the Law of the Land, 
ſo far as they do not interfere with the Laws . 


of the Land. And this therefore is not only a 
Candidate for a Place in our eccleſiaſtical 


Conſtitutiaũ, but has a Place! in it, and the 


eivll 


/ 
(4. 
civil Conſtitution too, fundamentally ſettled 
at the Reformation by the civil Powers. 
Tho' his Lordſhip, the Examiner acknow-p , ,, 
ledges, pays all proper Deference to the 
W dom of Superiors, yet becauſe the Par- 
lia nent is not expreſsd by Name, they are 
1. ot to be meant by it, but the Convocation 
only, who he had juſt before ſhown, and 
were acknowledged to have no Power but 
under the Supreme, and reſtrain'd by the civil 
Legifature. But now the Parliament are to 
be coax'd : The good People of England have 
always made the Parliament their Refuge in 
Caſes which have needed Reformation. 
yet he does not once turn his Eyes towards 
the Parliament: The Fudgments of Weſtmin- 
ſter-Hall are frequently arraigned, and even 
the Wiſdom and Propriety of Parliamentary 
Proviſions in eccleſiaſtical A Fairs are ſome- 
times called in queſtion. —1 wiſh the Defe- 
rence and Submiſſion expreſſed in it had been 
paid, where I think it is ſolely due; to the 
Parliament, I mean. —T he Improvement 7 
our eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution — if ever is be 
effefted, muſt be effected by the Parliament 
alone, &c. And the Parliament muſt ſee this 
is very fulſome. And every bodf elſe ſees 
that this Court is thus made to them on Hopes 
and Foundation not very agreeable to their 
perſonal Reputations'z in hopes, in ſhort, 
that the Majority of them may be found fa- 
ſhionable Heatheps, or ſome way make Im- 
} 0 . provements 


P. 120. 
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provements (that is, by Change or Demoli- 
tion) of our eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution ; in 


- which, if they diſappoint him, by proving 
true Churchmen, you will find. your Exami- 
ner talking of Parliaments in another Strain, 
and their Ads will be then all Codexes, 


And indeed I do not ſee that the ſpiritual 
Legiſlature in contradiſtinction to the tempo- 


| way as conſt, 40 ſpiritual Perſons with 
an abſolute Excluſio Feel Le boaſt of 
any better Ori nel than the Uſurpations of 


the Church of — in the very corrupteſt 


| * of the Cterch. 


ecauſe he cannot ſee, he will allow no 
body elſe to ſee; Who is falling upon Par- 
liaments now ? Who does not know that the 
Diltinion is as old at leaſt, as Con/tantine's 
Time, which was before. the very corrupteſt 
Times of that Church? Here heis turning Di- 
vine again, and without regard to Kings, Par- 
liaments, Conſtitution, Divines, &c. is quo- 
ting his three truſty Friends, Father Paul, 
againſt them all. From this Page to p. 148, 
I hope his learned Chronology of eccleſiaſtl- 


cal Authority may anſwer his end, in ſhowing 


us what a well-read Man he is 3 but I do not 
ſee 'tis of any conſequence to our preſent 
eſtabliſhed Conſtitution, or to prove the Bi- 
ſhop of London has broke in upon it, or de- 
fla it, which is his Buſineſs to ſhow : And 
a learned Perſon has already, I believe, con- 


vinced him that he had better have let along 


cog: 
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contending by hiſtorical Facts, and Eccleſi- 
aſtical Authorities, ancient or modern. 

Only let me obſerve, that his Lordſhip's 
Notion of tw diſtinct Legiſlatures, Ecele- 
ſlaſtical and Civil, is juſt, and prevail'd both 
in this Nation always, and under'the Roman 
Chriſtian Emperors z and tho' there is bur 
one Legiſlator, yet there is, and always was, 
two diſtin Legiſlatures, exerciſed under 
them upon different Matter, and that flowed 
down from them to their Subjects by different 
DireMion. And recommending to the Wiſdom, 
c. of Convocation, is recommending to the 
Wiſdom of the King, whom thro' the Con- 

yocation he reflects on, and whole Supremacy 
he impugus. And inſtead of the Bilhop's de- 
rogating from the King's Prerogative, and ad- 
vancing what is repugnant to the Laws of the 
Land (p.-153.) tis himſelf that here does it, 
For to deny a ſpiritual Legiſlature, is to deny 
a a ſpiritual Legiſlator; and to deny a ritual 
Legiſlator, is to deny the King's Supremacy z 
and to deny the King's Supremacy, is to deny 
the civil Supremacy, that eſtabliſhes that Su- 
premacy, 


It is a Maxim in all free Gobbruments P. 148, 


—T hat the Subject is bound by no Laws, 
to which he is not a Party by Perſon or 

by Repreſentation. 
This Maxim is certainly good and juſt, and 
this Maxim, he ſays, the Gentlemen of Eng- 
land ' (whoſe Mouth and Repreſentative he 
8 1 takes 
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takes upon himſelf to be; but he ſhould Have 
told us what Gentlemen theſe are, where and 
when they gave him Commiſſion to tell the 
Clergy from them, what he here does) fell 
the Clergy they will never part with their 
temporal Rights, (which the Clergy are very 


well ſatisfied of, and are far from deſiring 


they ſhould in the leaſt;) and think this 


Maxim has been with great propriety ap= 


plyd to the Caſe of ſpnodical Ordinances, 


made without their Concurrence. 


The Subſtance of this ſtrange Meſſage from 
theſe inviſible Gentlemen, by this inviſible 
| Meſſenger to the Clergy, is, 1/t, That Acts 


of Convocation or Canons, bind only their 


Makers that are preſent, or the Clergy, but 
do not bind Laymen, _— 
 2dly, That the reaſon why they do not 
bind the Laity, is, becauſe they have nat 
heir Concurrence, Od | 
To this J ſhall only oppoſe theſe two Ca- 
nons, ratified, confirmed, and eſtabliſhed by 
the Supreme, — 


CANONS ECCLESIASTICAL. 
== Authority of Hynods. 
Can. 139. intitled, A national Synod 
the Church Repreſentative. 


M hoſoc ver ſhall hereafter affirm, that 


the ſacred Synod of this Nation, in the 
Name of Chriſt, and by the King's Autho- 
rity aſſembled, is not ihe true Church of 

ä England 


U 


| 


Ta): 


„ : ö England by Repreſentation, (et Lim be (© 


communicated, and not reſior'd, until he re. 
Neat, and publickly revoke that lis ticked 
= 140, 
Canons conclude as well the abſent as the 
1 preſent; 
Whoſoever ſpall affirm, that no manner of 
Perſon; either bf the Clergy or Laity, not 
being themſelves particularly aſſemblid in 
the ſaid ſacred Synod, are to be ſubjift to 
the Decrees thereof, in Cauſes Eccl! faflicad, 
(made and ratified by the Kirg's Majeſty's 
Fe Authority) as not having given 
their Voice unto them; let him be excom- 
municated, and not reſtored, until he re- 
| ws and publickly revoke that his wicked 
rr. | | 


So that this inviſible Speaker, with his in- 
viſible Gentlemen, are turn'd off by the Bi- 
ſhop to diſpute what he ſays with the ſupreme 
Power, who has given ſentence againſt them, 
that What they ſay of the Canons not obliging 
them, is an Error, and a wicked one too. 

The Canons bind to Submiſſion, even tho 
they are erroneous, not only all the Members 
of the Church of England, but all Diſ- 
ſenters from it, and the whole Community, 
as mneh as an Act of Parliament does; be- 

"cauſe they ſtand upon the ſame Authority, 
and are Acts of Patllament; Acts of Patlia- 

WW | ment 
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ment which equally bind the Subject, and 
ſubject them to Penalties, whether they like 
them or diſlike them, are good or bad, and 
the Subjects equally aſſent to them. Ads of 
Parliament, they veſt the King with Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Supremacy and re the King 
eſiaſtical Laws; which 
Laws therefore are as much by Parliamentary 
Authority, as the Acts, that declared the 
King's Supremacy, and are equally legiſlative, 
and are Laws of the Kingdom by the Law of 
the Kingdom, if they are not contrary to the 
King's Prerogative, or the Law of the King- 
dom; juxta vim, formam, & effeflum cu- 
juſdam Acti Parliaments. (Letter of Ed. VI.) 
25 Hen. VIII. 3 Ed. VI. 1 Elis. And theſe 
ſo loud Clamourers at the Clergy, as Inva- 
ders of the King's Supremacy, if they dare 
ſhew their faces, are themſelves the grand 
Impugners and Violators of it, and of th 
Laws of their Country. . 
And when this Author obſerves, That the 
Body ſpiritual are laid under greater Re- 
ſtraints, than any petty Corporation or trad- 
ing Company (p. 146.) tis ſtrange he ſhould 
think them ſo very powerful. But the more 
reſtrain'd and diſabled they are ſhown, hin- 
ders him not from repreſenting them ever the 
leſs dangerouſly over - powerful, we find; and 
that the Clergy once more may hope tobe the © 
Maſters of the Kingdom, (p. 152.) And in 
a promiſing way they are to it at preſent - 
2 „ truly, 


| Su. 
truly, thro' Convocations eſpecially; and if 
this Man, and his Gentlemen, had their 


wills, the Clergy wou'd not live long to be 
Maſters or Servants cither in it, I pity this 
poor Wretch's impotent Malice, in tiring us 
with the ſtupid Repetition of Candidates, 
Candidates, the ſpiritual Legiſlature, &c: 
and what he has once got hold of, like an 
old Woman ſcolding with her Neighbour, 
that has never done with a Word or two 
that ſhe thinks to be a taunt, and nettles and 
expoſes. - 8 ; : 
Is a clamour made againſt the Biſhop by the P. 135. 
Examiner, about Marriages and Tithes, 36. 
which right or wrong the Biſhop is not to an- 
| ſwer for it: Why does he not put the ſaddle * 
upon the right Horſe ? charge the Royal Su- 
premacy, Parliaments, and Nation, for mak» 
ing and liking ſuch bad Canons, if they were 
or are ſo? „„ 
Hie has found out an Inclination in his P. 163. 
| Lordſhip to be taxing the Gentlemen of Eng- 
land. But he makes his Lordſhip a very bad 


” Judge of Seaſons, to think of putting on more 


axes on the Gentlemen, 'cill theſe they pay 
now are abated, And again, refreſhes the 
memory of the Parliament and Gentlemen 
of Weſtminſter: Hall, (p. 164.) of the Dan- 
ger they are in, from this terrible Biſhop 3 who, 
I believe, arc pretty eaſy, and will ſleep ne- 
yer the worle for it, I hope, 
| Theſe Principles admitted in their utmoſt P. 168. 
Latitude, and in their neceſſary W — 
Dona, 
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would, I fear, ſbon introduce that wretched 
State of things, which Father Paul thought 

He ſaw coming on, when the wholeſome D 108 
crpline of Canonical Purgation, and the Oath 
ex Officio were eſteemd Parts of our Eccle= 
ſiaſtical Conſtitution. ; 
1 think it not much matter what Father 
Paul ſo long ago, and ſo far off as Venice, 
did not ſze, but only thought he ſaw, com- 
ing on here in England; but a great many 
thouſand Fathers now on the ſpot, plainly ſee 


the wretched State of things, that this Author 


is doing all that he can to introduce, by con- 
founding ours and all Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitu- 
tions. And had he minded St. Paul, as much as 
he does his Father Paul, he would have taught 
him better manners to the Miniſtry, and bet- 
ter Principles; that would have ſaved him the 
trouble of writing this Book, and the diſcredit of 
it, Inſtead of Father Paul's Prophecies, had he 
minded what the Fathers of the Church, called 
ſo on better title, or all or any Fathers in 
God, preſent or elſewhere, at any time in 
his Country or the Chriſtian Church, he 
Would not, by diſgraeing his Country, have 
| helped to diſtract it by ſuch an Unchriſtian _ 
Publication, weak as it is Wicked and male 
_ cious, which is not a little, ; | 
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